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MELLIAM \ADE/LOMDON 
EUROPE AND THE SWEDISH MODEL 
ANHCR: 

THE DEFEAT OF S'IEDEN*S SOCIAL DEMOCRATS AFTER FORTY-FOUR 
YEARS IH OFFICE IS SEING EXAMI ISD BY WEST EUROPEANS AS A POSSIBLE 
TREND-SETTER Ili OTHER ELECTIONS. AT OUR ''EST EUROPEAN BUREAU, 
VOA CORRESPOHDENT WILLIAM MADE HAS THESE THOUGIITS: 

VOICE: 

ALREADY THE S!JEDISH MODEL IS BEING CITED IN THE FEDERAL 
GERMAH ELECTIONS, WHERE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC CHANCELLOR HELHUT 
SCHMIDT IS BEING CHALLENGED CY THE CHRISTIAI DEHOCRATS. AND 
THE EXAMPLE IS CEING STUDIED IN BRITAIN, WHERE THE LABOR GOVERNMENT 
NOW WITH A THIli MAJORITY, FACES ELECTIONS IM THE NEXT THREE YEARS, 
AHD IN FRANCE WHERE THE FREHCH SOCIALISTS ARE EVER HOPEFUL OF 
MOVING CLOSER TO OFFICE. SONE SEE THE FALL OF SYYEDEN'S OLOF 
PALIIE AND HIS PARTY, AFTER SUC} A LONG REIGH, AS A SHING TO 
THE RIGHT FORETELLIIG MORE CONSERVATIVE GOVERNMENTS ELSEWHERE IN 
WESTERN EUROPE, 

CLOSER EXANTMATION, HOVEVER, SUGGESTS THAT THIS IS AN 
OVERSINPLIFICATION, THE DOWIFALL OF THE S!IEDISH SOCIAL DEMOCRATS 
IS CERTAINLY HISTORIC IN SWEDISH TERNS -- BUT NOT VERY SURPRISING. 
IH ALL IT'S FORTY-FOUR YEARS, THE PARTY FREQUENTLY WAS IN A 
W1NORITY IN PARLIAMCE:T. IT SQUEEZED INTO OFFICE THREE YEARS 
AGO “iITH THE TACIT SUPPORT OF NINETEEN COMMUNIST MEMPERS IN AN 
EVENLY DIVIDED HOUSE. THIS TIME IT FACED THE UNITED OPPOSITION 
OF THE THREE NON-SOCIALIST PARTIES. AND WHE!! THE SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS LOST SEVEN TENTHS OF ONE PERCENT OF THE POPULAR VOTE, 
THEY LOST THE ELECTION, THEY REMAIN THE LARGEST PARTY IN THE 


SHEDISH LEGISLATURE AND IF THE COALITION PARTNERS FALL OUT, 
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AS HESTER PALIIE CONTEIDS THEY "HILL, THEH HE “ILL BE BACK IN A 
CHALLEHGING POSITIOi'. 

HOREOVER, “HILE THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS LOST THE ELECTION, 
SUEDEN'S HEDDLE MAY DID HOT. IN THEIR FORTY-FOUR YEARS IN 
OFFICE, THE SOCIAL DEHOCRATS iiAVE HOT NATIONALIZED EVERYTHING 
I SIGHT -- ONLY ABOUT FIVE PERCENT OF SiEDISH INDUSTRY IS 
GOVERHNENT ONIED, LESS THAN IN LABOR DRITAIN. AND THE ELECTION 
VAS HOT FOUGHT ON THE ISSUE OF SOCIALISHi VERSUS CAPITALISH, BUT 
ON 'HICH PARTIES CAM SEST HANAGE SWEDEH'S MIXCD ECOHUONY AND 
VELFARE STATE, IT WAS, It! SHORT, A DEMOCRATIC CONTEST GETVEEN 
THOSE IH OFFICE AMD THOSE OUTSIONF, 1TH THE ARGUMENT THAT SVEDEN 
NEEDED A CHANGE CARRYING AS HUC!: YEIGHT AS ANYTHING ELSE. 
IDEOLOGY ‘‘AS LESS IMPORTANT -- AND THAT MAY BE A TREND FOR OTHER 
“VEST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. 
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